
Alimentary products

■ Alcohol and alcoholic products

■  Coffee 

■ Meat

■ Cereals and their by-products

■  Milk and dairy products

■ Oils and vegetable fats

■ Vegetables and fruit

■ Sugar, synthetic sweetner and

polyhydric alcohol

Industrial products

■ Organic industry:

● shoes

● paper and cardboard 

● leather and hide 

● plastic material and molds

● textile materials and manufac- 

tured articles 

● pharmaceutical products

● perfumes and cosmetic pre

parations 

● dyers 

● psycothropic substances and

drugs

● tensioactives and detergents

● paint and varnish

■ Inorganic industry:

● metals 

● precious metals 

● cast-iron, steel and alloys

Oil products

■ Mineral turpentine

■ Mineral oil additives

■ Alchilbenzoli

■ Benzine 

■ Special benzine

■ Benzene

■ Biodiesel

■ Bitumen

■ Emulsions: water-gas oil, water-

bunker C fuel oil

■ Aromatic extracts

■ Gas oils

■ Liquid Propane Gas

■ Pure hydrocarbons

■ Methane

■ Accidental blends 

■ Bio-diesel blends– mineral oils

■ Solvent naphtha

■ Lubricating oils

■ Fuel oils

■ Paraffin

■ Burning oil

■ Polyolefin

■ Chemicals containing mineral oils

■ Lubrificant preparations

■ Refluents

■ Solvents and diluents

■ Toluene

■ Vaseline

■ Xilenes

The Customs laboratories have always been perfor-

ming tests and analysis of olive oil, representing  one of the

basic products for human consumption, symbol of the Me-

diterranean diet, as well as source of pride for the Italian agri-

culture.

In 1991 the EC Regulation N. 2568 provided for new che-

mical and physical parameters and new methods of quality

control of oils, introducing a sensorial organoleptic analysis

method named panel test, that is to say a consistent as-

sessment test by a tasting committee made up of at least

twelve profes-

sionals. 

Since 1991 the

Customs

Agency Chemi-

cal Laboratories have been carrying out such a multifaceted

assessment activity with the recognition of the European

Commission and the International Olive Oil Council, on the

basis of the results obtained from tasting rounds.

The tasting Committees of the chemical laboratories of Ro-

me, Genoa, Bari and Palermo have been authorized by the

Italian Ministry of Agricultural and Forestal Resources to ascer-

tain organoleptic properties of vergine olive oils and perform

their certification on behalf of public administrations and pri-

vate operators.

After more than ten years of activity, positively rated at all le-

vels, we can state that today, the panel test for olive oil is

one of the speciality offered by our customs chemical labo-

ratories.

CERT IF ICAT ION  
ACT IV IT IES

A  TAST ING  
COMMITTEE  FOR

OL IVE  O IL  QUAL ITY
CERT IF ICAT ION

➔ Besides the extremely broad competences of our la-

boratories, we have recently added some remarkable new

services. First of all gemmology, a field previously lacking an

effective State certification body, and in which the need for

countering fraudulent imports and guaranteeing traders about

the objective quality and value of the products were strongly

felt. The new unit for gemstone analyses, located in the Ro-

me lab, is entirely dedicated to the analysis and valua-

tion of the main characteristics of all gemstones, dia-

monds, coloured stones, pearls, coral and ivory items.

This service is essential to revive the sector’s image, to

boost the relevant investment and employment, so far affec-

ted by the difficulties to irrefutably identify counterfeit goods

and frauds, as well as by traders’ unlawful behaviours.

Still recent, but already showing positive results, is our ex-

pertise in controlling food. In fact, the strict Community le-

gislation on this matter prescribes very precise rules on the

information to be provided and the labelling of food with a

content of modified DNA higher than 1%. Our laboratories

are able to fulfil such a duty by applying the Real Time PCR

analysis method, which increases the specificity of the reac-

tion and of the sensitivity even in cases of a negligible per-

centage of modified genes. This type of analysis is highly sen-

sitive and must be very carefully performed in a specific and

dedicated environment, in order to prevent dangerous con-

taminations and to always assure quality as the common main

feature of our labs.

Certifications may be applied for in the following 

merceological sectors

GEMMOLOGY  AND
TRANSGEN IC  FOOD :

OUR  LATEST  
SPEC IAL  SERV ICES

➔



Bari – Corso De Tullio, 1C – 70122 Bari
Tel. 080.52.32.522  Fax 080.52.35.496 – e-mail: lab1bari@finanze.it

Bologna – Viale P. Pietramellara, 1/2 – 40131 Bologna
Tel. 051.52.22.00  Fax 051.55.64.30 – e-mail: lab1bologna@finanze.it

Cagliari – Via Santa Gilla,35 – 09122 Cagliari
Tel. 070.28.49.45  Fax 070.28.49.74 – e-mail: lab1cagliari@finanze.it

Catania – Via Teatro Massimo, 44 – 951131 Catania
Tel. 095.31.75.80 Fax 095.71.58.451 – e-mail: lab1catania@finanze.it

Genova – Via Rubattino, 6 – 16126 Genova
Tel. 010.24.62.888  Fax 010.25.29.58 – e-mail: lab1genova@finanze.it

Livorno – Via Giosuè Carducci, 1/3 – 57100 Livorno
Tel. 0586.40.95.19  Fax 0586.42.95.87 – e-mail: lab1livorno@finanze.it

Milano – Via Marco Bruto, 14 – 20138 Milano
Tel. 02.74.82.461  Fax 02.74.82.46.280 – e-mail: lab1milano@finanze.it

Napoli – Via A. De Gasperi, 20 – 80133 Napoli
Tel. 081.55.23.552  Fax 081.55.28.242 – e-mail: lab1napoli@finanze.it

Palermo – Via Crispi, 143 – 90133 Palermo
Tel. 091.58.33.41  Fax 091.32.42.95 – e-mail: lab1palermo@finanze.it

Roma – Via Mario Carucci, 71 – 00143 Roma
Tel. 06.50.24.41.49/50 – Fax 06.50.95.73.45 – e-mail: lab1roma@finanze.it

Savona – Terminal Cellulosa/Porto – 17100 Porto di Savona
Tel. 019.82.13.50  Fax 019.81.54.24– e-mail: lab1savona@finanze.it

Torino – Corso Sebastopoli, 3 – 10134 Torino
Tel. 011.31.94.417  Fax 011.31.84.786 – e-mail: lab1torino@finanze.it

Trieste – Largo O. Panfili, 1 – 34132 Trieste
Tel. 040.36.29.35  Fax 040.36.24.94 – e-mail: lab1trieste@finanze.it

Venezia – Via Ca’ Marcello, 15 – 30172 Venezia Mestre
Tel. 041.53.15.311  Fax 041.53.15.336 – e-mail: lab1venezia@finanze.it

Verona – Via Sommacampagna, 61a – 37137 Verona
Tel. 045.80.82.082  Fax 045.80.82.149 – e-mail: lab1verona@finanze.it

CHEMICAL  LABORATOR IES

The Italian Customs laboratories were set up with the

aim of performing controls and tests necessary for the classi-

fication of important products and their corresponding taxa-

tion according to the relevant category within merceology (su-

gar was the first product) and represent today a modern struc-

ture able to perform analysis and certifications for any kind of

goods and products, ranging from foodstuff, hydrocarbons,

drugs, clothes and spirits. Today, our 15 laboratories, scatte-

red all over the territory, from Trieste to Palermo, from Turin to

Rome, may be considered as specialised structures of refe-

rence not only for the tax administration, but also for all the in-

stitutions which are involved in the safeguard of the natural en-

vironment and health matters, as well as fighting against co-

unterfeiting and repressing frauds.

In an effort to offer and guarantee an efficient and effective ser-

vice, our activities are carried out according to rigorous Qua-

lity Handbook subject to continuous updating, reflecting the

evolution of international technical legislation governing appli-

cable procedures, different stages of the analytical work, cali-

bration of equipment, competence of technicians and profes-

sionals, their code of conduct. Besides their institutional acti-

vity, carried out on behalf of public bodies, our laboratories are

now part of the quality system Italy and are able to issue cer-

tifications and analysis reports for private commercial opera-

tors.

Such activities increase the level of professionalism, by conti-

nually confronting market challenger and other possible com-

petitors, as well as envisaging participation  in international part-

nerships for mutual recognition of analytical results.

Within such a wider scope, our clients may count on value-ad-

ded certifications issued by a structure which, according to tra-

dition and its institutional status, performs its tasks in full com-

pliance with the principles of legality and transparency: two

principles which belong to our time-honoured tradition.

T H E  N E W  M E R C E O L O G Y  O R I G I N AT E S
F R O M  O U R  L A B O R AT O R I E S  

T H E  I T A L I A N  C U S T O M S  C H E M I C A L  L A B O R A T O R I E S

➔


